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Dear Reader, 

As with all of our issues, this Fall 2023 issue of The Judaic Studies
Review highlights the exciting and intelligent work and experiences
of the professors, students (both undergraduate and graduate), and
those guests whom we gladly invite in and, of course, hold in the
utmost regard. Unlike previous issues, however, this edition focuses
solely on compelling arguments and brilliant research conducted by
our undergraduates! First, Rachel Zaszlavsky delves into the lives of
two women who changed the course of Renaissance Tuscany in
“Eleanora de Toledo and the Jews of Tuscany.” Next, we showcase
two of Benjamin Frogel’s articles. In “Gersonides or Albo,” Frogel
reckons with two distinct views on how the Jewish people are able
to engage in life virtuously - and how both thinkers draw from the
Aristotelian tradition and yet, Gersonides pushed for an individualist
direction while Albo finds it impossible to be “good” without societal
engagement. Next, Frogel enlightens readers on how to better
unwrap Maimonedes’ Eight Chapters in “Rabbi Shimon and Aristotle
in Maimonides: Who Speaks to Whom?” unpacking the roles of
prophets, legislators, and statesmen. Finally, Rachel Hogue merges
oral histories, physical relics, and poetry in “‘I had my own war…’
Holocaust Memory in the Dress of Celina and Alicia Rottenberg” a
comprehensive retelling of a fragmented history.   

As always, we are incredibly excited for you to read and enjoy
the issue!

From theEditorsEditors

Dr. Randi Rashkover
Director of Judaic Studies, 

Sophia & Nathan S. Gumenick
Professor of Judaic Studies

Jack Boyd
Student Assistant, Judaic Studies
Masters Candidate in Education

Murray Family 1693 Scholar

Randi Rashkover Jack Boyd
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DRESS: JEWISH
REFUGEE’S.

IMPERIAL WAR
MUSEUM

“And dresses, light dresses will
be left after me.”
- From Zuzanna Ginczanka’s “Non Omnis Moriar” [1]

THE DRESS IS STILL BRIGHTLY COLORED, 
ALTHOUGH A RED BUTTON IS MISSING. 
THE DELICATE RAYON HAS ONLY BEEN MENDED IN A FEW PLACES, 
OVER YEARS OF DISPLACEMENT.
THE DRESS’S OWNER WAS MURDERED, 
THE DRESS’ OWNER SURVIVED. 
THE DRESS HIDES IN A MUSEUM COLLECTION.
THE DRESS ESCAPED POLAND 
SOMETIME AFTER LIBERATION IN 1945.
THE DRESS WHISPERS THAT MEMORY CANNOT DIE. 
THE DRESS SCREAMS THE QUESTION ‘WHY’? [2]
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