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EDITORS' NOTES
Dear Reader,

As with all of our issues, this spring/summer 2023 issue of The Judaic Studies
Review highlights the magnificent work and experiences of the professors, students
(both undergraduate and graduate), and those guests whom we gladly invite in and, of
course, hold in the utmost regard. 

We begin with a summation of those great minds who joined the Judaic Studies
program for a brown-bag lunch, a few classes, or even a semester. Included in that
noteworthy list were: Professors Marc Brettler of Duke University, Edwin Seroussi of
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Christophe Rico of the University of Strasbourg,
Christopher Silver of McGill University, and Mark Randall James. From here,
undergraduate Daniel Brot (whose personal work is featured later in this issue)
invites you, the reader, to relive and dissect the brown-bag discussion, 'Witnessing
the Recovery: Storytelling and Family Building After the Holocaust' that was led by
our very own Professor Mary Fraser Kirsh.

The second part of our issue, dedicated to a presentation of exemplary student work,
begins with Harrison Abramson's "Theocratic Federalism as an Alternative to
Absolute Monarchy," a rigorous discussion of the separation of religious and secular
powers within Ancient Israel that mirrors the conversations of our own nation's
founders as those conversations also resonate in our contemporary civil discourse.
Next, Daniel Brot guides the reader through a more personal reflection on the
Sabbath - and the importance of research to the daily lives of William & Mary
undergraduates. In "Mendelssohn, Schleiermacher, and the Secularization Thesis,"
Ben Frogel draws us into a world seemingly hostile toward religious thought,
unearthing how eighteenth-century philosophers rationalized their surroundings and
beliefs. Finally, Lilly Tanenbaum, in "Freeing Lilith: Intersections of Lilith, Gender,
and Midrashic Narratives & Accompanying Midrash: 'Lilith’s Monsters,'" adjusts our
understandings of outsiders, monsters, and what we can learn from the other in both
society and in scripture.

As always, we are incredibly excited for you to read and enjoy the issue!

Randi Rashkover Jack H. Boyd
Nathan & Sofia Gumenick Chair in Judaic Studies
Professor of Religious Studies 
Director of Judaic Studies 

Murray Family 1693 Scholar
Master's Candidate in Education
William & Mary School of Education
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"Witnessing the Recovery: Storytelling and
Family Building After the Holocaust"
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Fraser Kirsh's Brown Bag: A Review
By Daniel Brot
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Theocratic Federalism as an 
Alternative to Absolute Monarchy 
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